


‘WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED vs,” 


4 VOL. L.] 








THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 





——— 





BUFFALO, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1823. 


[NO. 6. 








OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Concluded from page 36.) 
“3. The unchangeableness‘of the Gospel. 
mc has been necessary, that we should, in 
ome measure, anticipate this part of our 
Bobject under the two former heads. 


-. But we wish to be more full and explicit 


on the unchangeableness and universality 
of the Gospel, and for that reason, we take 
up and illustrate those particulars in this 


place. 


It is necessary, in order that the good, 


Which is announced to us, be immutable or 
anchangeable ; that the source or fountain 
Should, itse//, be immutable. God, only, 
is that fountain. If God be immutable, and 
if all the good promised to man be from 
God; it seems, unquestionably, to argue 
that the good is immutable : for that Being, 

who i is always the same ; who never varies, 
and who never will, as to his nature, inten- 
tions or purposes, have the least veriable- 


hess or shadow of curning ; that Being, we 


gay, must and will accomplish all the good 


which he hath in store for us ; and inno fa- 
thre time, will he be less disposed to bestow 


- it, than he is at present. 


If, like mankind, he should waver in his 
love; if he should like them, grow forget- 
ful or thoughtless of the objects of his love; 
if, as is the case with us, he should discov. 
er a defect in his original plan, and should 
alter his plan to his present views : in eith- 
er of these cases, there would, as to our 
$alvation, be no immutability. 

But, inal! these instances, there is the 
greatest assurance to us,that the good news 
of the gospel is from an unchangeable 
source. God never wavers in his affection ; 
nor does he ever forget mankind or be 


_tnmindful of them; nor did he ever see a- 
ae ny defect in his sian of operations, that an 
oe De ccautehens should be necessary. The im- 





mutability or unchangeableness of the gos- 
pel, is thus based on a sure foundation. 

The gift of God, whether we consider it 
as Christ himself, or our interest or salva- 
tion in him; is a strong argument of this 
unchangeableness. Paul’s argument is thig 
—if God spared not his own Son, but de 
livered him up for us all ; how shall he not 
with him also, freely give us all things? 
Rom. v. 84. God has given us the assur- 
ance of his love, in the gift of his Son; 
will he not then, according to his immuta- 
bility, bestow upon us the blessings, which 
Christ was sent to reveal ? 

The promise and the oath of Jehovah go 
to confirm this immutability. He who hath 
promised, is faithful and wiil performs 
These are the two immutable things, by 
which, to us, a manifestation is made, that 
God cannot lie. 

His ability and determination to accom- 
plish his purposes ought, likewise, to have 
their weight in our minds. 

He is able and is determined to accom- 
plish the stupendous plan of grace, by car- 
rying onthe same, till the top stone be 
brought forth with shouting, and grace; 
grace, be cried unto it. 

The immutability of the gospel is argued 
from the nature of divine love operating in 
our hearts. 

Does not that love excite our faith and 
ourhoper Faith is put in operation by 
love. Hope is produced from the same 
principle. Now though faith and hope, 
which are so useful and necessary in this 
state, will cease and come to an end in the 
state of bliss; yet the principle from which 
they sptang, viz. love, will abide and con- 
tinue forever. 


‘ Their faith and hope are known no more; 
But saints forever love.’ 
Love in us being a participation of the 
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divine nature, which is love, carries its own 
evidence and witness with itself. 

It is that, which gives assurance ; an- 
swers all objections, and helps a person to 
rest assured in this; that neither death nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- 
ers ; nor things present, nor things to come 
—nor height,nor depth, nor any other crer- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

Thus the gospel is unchangeable. 

4, The gospel is universal. 

It is good news to us and all mankind ; 
to every human creature. 

It has been supposed that the gospel has 
been limited as to its extent, as are the sa- 
cred writings: that men could never come 
to the knowledge of the gospel, but by the 
scriptures : that the heathea and all, who 
do not enjoy the scriptures, being destitute 
of the means of salvation, must be ignorant 
of the gospel and must inevitably perish on 
that account : making the knowledge of the 
gospel, the matter of the gorpel itself. 

The idea of these christians is this ; that 
the knowledge of a thing, is the thing itself 
—that the knowiedge of the gospel, is the 
gospel itself ; and that where there is no 
knowledge of the gospel, there is no gos- 
pel as to its matter. 

I have sometimes queried, when I con- 
sidered these absurdities, whether we should 
laugh or weep. It is difficult I confess, to 
refrain from both. Mr. Pope’s meaning 
must be evident, in allusion to this as well 
as other points to which he refers, when he 
Says ; 

‘Laugh where we must, be candid where we can, 
But vindieate the ways of God to man.’ 

It adds greatly to our surprise, when we 
find, that the teachers in Israel proclaim 
the above sentiments and call it preaching 
the gospel ; and it lessens our surprise, con- 
sidering how long it has been preached, 
that the people should believe it. 

The knowledge of an art, is not the art 
itself; the knowledge of the gospel, is not 
the matter of the gospel itself. 

We are informed that the gospel was 


hidden from ages and generations 3 that it 
was hid with God in Christ, &. Now shall 
we say that because this gospel was hidden, 
so that men for ages and generations did 
not know it ; that, therefore, as to its mat- 
ter, it did not exist? Ishould be gratified 
to have some of our limitarian brethren an. 
swer this question. 

If it be denied, that the gospel as a de- 
sign of mercy in God, did exist while it wag 
hidden; we shall be induced to ask how 
that could be hidden which did not exist ? 

If the question be affirmed, that the gos- 
pel did exist while it was hidden, them it 
proves our proposition ; that the gospel as 
to its matter, is one thing, and the know- 
ledge of it is another: and that the gospe} 
in this sense as really exists where it is not 
known, as where it is ; we mean as to its 
matter. 

I have said that the gospel was the good 
news, that God was friendly to his crea- 
tures; that his designs towards them were 
the designs of mercy. The news of this is 
the gospel: the friendly design of God to- 
wards men, is the matter of the gospel. 

Now when I say that the gospel was hid- 
den, I mean that the matter was hidden, 
i.e. that the frienaly design of God was 
hidden; was ina great measure kept out 
of sight. When I say that the gospel ex- 
isted where it was not known, E mean the 
matter of it, viz. God’s good will and inten- 
tion towards mankind were as real before 
the declaration, as they are since the dec- 
laration was made. 

The love of God to man, being a reality, 
exists as really where it is not proclaimed, 
as where itis: and as this is the matter and 
sum total of the good news, which the dec 
laration of it contains; it will follow that 
the matter of the gospel exists, whether it 
be proclaimed or not, or whether it be 
known or not. 

The ignorant part of mankind; whether 
heathen, or idiots, or children; and all un- 
enlightened meo and women are interested 
in the matter of the gospel, though they be 
ignorant ofit : thus God’s love to mankind as 





to the matter of the gospel is univers::! ; all 
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“are interested in it. On the supposition 
. then, that millions of mankind have not, 
"beard that they are objects of God’s love ; 


that does not militate against the trath of | 


degree of light, argues the gospel, 
.the gospel is made known to all uations for | 
| after the counsel of his own will, to recon- 


= 


ee 


. 


¢ 


fions. 


Beathen, as well as the christian world, on- 


“God’s love. 
with the scriptures declare God’s love to 


be universal to all mankind; it must be. 


a truth, whether men believe and know it 
or not. 
% But the gospel is universal in another: 
sense ; allnations are informed of the mer- 
¢iful intentions of their Maker towards them 
Insome degree : and a very great part of 
these enjoy this knowledge without the aid 
of the scriptures. 
The matter of the gospel is not only true 
“as it respects all nations, but this matter 
As in some degree communicated to all na- 


If providence in conjunction 





Thus Christ is the light of the world; 
_and he lighteth every man, that cometh in- 
to the world. All are prisoners of hope. 
All are subjected in hope. If we go back 
to-our first argument, and say that ihe law 

.afgues the gospel; this will epply to the 


Jy with this difference, that the light of the 
datter is greater than that of the former. 

. The heathen not having the written law, 
Ahave the law in their hearts; or a3 the a- 
postle says, ‘area iaw to themselves ; their 
‘censcience also bearing witness, and their 
thouclits, the mean while, accusing o+ else 





‘excusing one another,’ Rom, ii. 15. The 
Jaw of God is in some degree, manifested | 


to the heathen nations, and according to its 
Thus 





the obedience of faith; and as a conse- 
quence, all nations hope for mercy and ex-' 
pect it fiom the Supreme Being. 

The administration of God’s merciful de- 
signs towards all nations, being put into 
the hands of Jesus Christ ; and being com-— 


pletely qualified therefor ; we rest assured | 


that al] men must and will bow to his grace 


» and righteousness ; and that his kingdom | 


will not cease, till he has finished trans- 
gression and made anend of sin, and bro’t 
m everlasting righteousness ; 5 till every | 


knee shall bow, and every tongue shall 
confess, that he is Lord to the glory of the 
Father. 

REMARKS. 

1. Our eubject teaches us the propriety 
of preaching the gospel to every creature. 
The only reason why it is propar, is be- 
cause the good which God has in store, is 
| designed Pv all men; and the design ofits 
‘publication, i is the obedience of faith among 
all nations, and that they may enter upon 
its enjoyment. 

If God had ao good instore for us ; had 
no favor towards us, nor regard for us ; and 
if, in addition to this, he absolutely was 
our enemy ; is it rational to suppose, that 
the matter of the gospel could exist or that 
the good news of it ever could be declared? 
It would be impossible. There is no other 
propriety in preaching the gospel to every 
creature, but only this viz. that it is true as 
it respects every creature : the intentions 
of God are merciful respecting every crea- 
ture: and these intentions he is determin- 
ed to carry into effect. This is the good 
news, and this the recson why a proclama- 
tion of it is suitable 

2. That God, whose anger and wrath 
must be appeased by the sinner’s surety, or 
by the repentance of the sinner himself, or 
both ; is not the God of the whole earth. 
Such a God is not the true God, 

The whole law and gospel, which are u- 
nited manifestations of his true character , 
represent him very differently ; as needing 
no sacrifice to appease his anger; nor 
wretchedness of his creatares to render him 
propitious ; but that lie is working all things 


cile sinful creatures to himself; and to 


‘translate them from the kingdom of dark- 
ness into that of his dear Son ; and that this 


is mainly performed by manifesting bis 
clemency and mercy. 
Error. 





Industry with economy ate very neces- 
sary in attaining wealth or real knowledge 
yet our final success depends on the divine 
blessing. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Sin—I rejoice at the present successful 
appearance of the Advocate. I have de- 
voutly wished for some time, to see a her- 
ald of truth in this western part of our 
country. It has at last appeared, and | 
trust will be instrumental in accelerating 
the mighty work, of man’s emancipation 
from darkness and error. 

You will do me a favor, sir, as well as 
others, to give us, in the Advocate, a brief 
explanation of the 6th verse, of the epistle 
of Jude. 

Yours, in the Gospel of God, 
LEWIS C. TODD, 
Ellery, Feb. 2, 1828. 


ANSWER TO THE ABOVE REQUEST. 

Sm—In answer to your request, respec- 
ting an explanation on the 6th verse of 
Jude; I conclude, that the generaily re- 
ceived opinion, is by no means admissible : 
viz. that the angels, of whom Jude speaks, 
were angels in glory 5 were pure and spot- 
less immortals in the bright regions of e- 
ternal light. Not keeping their first es- 
tate, but leaving their own habitation, was 
the rising of the angels in rebellion against 
God, or sinning against him. Being ree 
served in chains of darkness, meant their 
rejection out of heaven and confine- 
ment in darkness and despair, till a future 
judgment day, designed as an endless de- 
ction of their fate. This has Leen, for a- 
ges, the received opinion of preacheis and 
their hearers. 

Bat it appears to me that there is no rea- | 
son in the ideas, and that it is totally de- | 
fective as to scripture authority. 

That the heaven of spotless purity, | 
should be polluted by sin; and the blessed- | 
ness of its enjoyment, marred by the break- 
ing out of a terrible rebellion; is what I. 
do not believe ; nor is it probable that I 


law or the gospel, are in scripture, called 
angels. The angels of the seven churches, 
were the ministers. The Jewish high 
priests and others in subordination are con. 
| sidered as messengers or angels. The 
spies, who were sent by Moses, to spy out 
Canaan, were messengers or angels. 

Not keeping their first estate, was thee. 
vil report they brought op of the good land: 
| The Jewish priests, ag messengers or an- 
Veels, in making the commandments of God 
of none effect by their tradition, indulging 
pride, and practising deceit and hypocrisy, 
oppression and violence ; kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitations. | 
think, that these are the angels, to whom 
Jude particularly alludes. 

‘ They are reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness,’ is a form of speech, which 
is almost literally fulfilled in the blindness 
or infidelity of the Jewish priesthood.— 
Their chains of unbelief were everlasting, 


i. e. to the end of that dispensation. Under 
darkness ; i. e. under ignorance and super- 


stition. Tu the judgment ofthe great day ; 
i. e. to the destruction of that priesthood ; 
when Jerusalem suffered tle judgments or 
calamities, which Clirist foretold; when 
the temple was destroyed and the dispen- 
sation of the Jews was ended forever. The 
effects of this destruction, and the coatinu- 
ance of unbelief, as chains, and of ignor- 
ance and superstition, as darkness; will 
be everlasting, likewise, by continuing till 
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and 
no longer ; for then all Israe! will be saved. 
Sir, [ have complied with your request, as 
to brevity ; youand others will judge of the 
correctness of the explanation, 











Eprror. 
ON THE TIMES. 


Honesty is fled ; Sincerity fallen asleep ; 


ever shall; until, by substituting fiction in Pity has hidden herself; Justice cannot 
the room of reason, or the doctrities of men find the way; The helper is not at home; 
in preference to the truth of scripture; I' Gharity lies sick; Benevolence is under 
should he inclined toleave the simple paths | arrest ; Faith is nearly extinguished ; the 
of understanding, for the dark and slippery | Virtues go a begging; Truth has long 
paths of superstition and folly. since been buried; Credit is turned crazy, 


Ministers of religion, whether of the and Conscience is nailed to the wall. C. 
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MINDTES 
OF THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNI- 
VERoALISTS. 

On Tuesday evening, Dec. 10, 1822,the 
ministers composing the Southern Associa- 
tion of Universalists assembied according to 
adjournment at the house of Br. Francis O. 
Clark, in Brookfield, Mass. and opened the 
business of the Association by soleam and 
fervent prayer by Br. Jacob Frieze. 

They then chuse Br. Hosea Baliou, of 
Boston, Moderator, and Br. Richard Car- 
rique, of Hartford, Clerk. 

Voted that Brs. J. Flagg, J. Bisbe, and 
H. Ballou, 2d. be a committee to receive 
requests for ordination, or letters of fellow- 
ship, and report thereon. 

Adjourned to the hall of Br. Pardon Al- 
len, in Western, there to meet at nite 0’. 
clock on Wednesday morning. 

Met according to adjournment, at the 
house of Br. P. Allen. 

Prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Voted that in future, daring the session 
of the Southern Association, that portion 
of time not taken up in attending to the ar- 
rangement and performance of public ser- 
vices, or sudjects of a general nature, reta- 
ting to the concerns of the societies in fel- 
lowship with this Association, shall be de- 
voted to the discussion of questions of a re- 
ligious nature ; that the subject be propos- 
ed at a previous session of the Association, 
60 that each brother may have an opporta- 
nity of examining the subject, and of pre- 
paring bis mind for investigation. 

Voted that Brs. J. Bisbe, II. Ballou, 2d, 
and R. Carrique be a committee to select 
and propose suitabie questions for examin- 
ation and solution. 

Order of Morning Service fur Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer,by Br. John Bisbe. 
Sermon, by Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d. from 

Isa. lv, 2. ‘* Wherefore do ye spend mon- 
ey for that which is not bread, and your la- 
bor for that which satisfieth not? Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your soul delight itself in 
fatness.” 

Concluding prayer, by Br. Thomas G. 
Farnsworth. 


| Dedication Service—Wednesday aflernoon. 
teading select portions of scripture, by 
Br. Joshua Flegs. 

Consecrating prayer, by Br. Hosea Bal- 
lou. 

Sermon by Br. Richard Carrique, from 
Rom. x. 13. “For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. ‘Thos. Whit- 
temore. 

Evening Service for Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer, by Br. Joshua Flege, 

Sermon, by Br. Joseph Frieze, from 
Rom. xiv. 23, “ For whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. H. B. Clark. 
Thursday morning assembled according to 
adjournment. 

Prayer by Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth. 

Attended to the report of the committee 
appointed to receive requests for ordina- 
tion, or letters of fellowship; they reporte 
ed in favor of ordaining Brs. T. G. Farns- 
worth and Jacob Frieze, and of granting a 
letter of fellowship to Br. Adin Ballov. 

Order of Morning Service for Thursday. 

Introductory prayer, by Lr. J. Bisbe. 

Sermon, by brother Thomas Whitte« 
more, from Rom. viii. 9. ‘ Now, if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, be is 
none of his,” 

Concluding prayer, by brother J. Frieze. 
Ordination Service—Thursday Afternoon. 

Introductory prayer, by brother Hosea 
Ballou, 2d. 

Sermon, by brother H. Ballou, from t 
Pet. iv. 11. “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God; if any man 
winister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth; that God in all things 
may be glorified through Christ Jesus: to 
whom be praise and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen.” 

Ordination prayer, by br. J. Flagg. 

Charge, by brother Rt. Carrique. 

It was moved by brother John Bisbe, 
that this Association strongly recommend 
to the General Convention the adoption of 
arule, whereby the inconveniences they 
have insome instances already experienced 
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from granting letters of fellowship to breth- 
renin the ministry, may be prevented ; 
and that a committee be appointed to lay 
the same before the General Convention at 
their next session. 

Voted that brothers J. Bisbe, J. Flagg 
znd H. Ballou, be the- above committee. 

The committee appointed to prepare 
subjects for discussion, make report of the 
tollowing : 

1. What is Paul’s meaning in Rom. v. 
from the 11th to the 19th verses ? 

2. As christians in general assert that 
man’s moral character is unnaturally fixed 
at death, and that each man died a sinner, 
if this be true, how can any be saved ? 

Voted that brother Bisbe prepare the 
Minutes, and accompany them with a Cir- 
cular letter, and request their publication 
in sore periodica! paper. 

This Association adjourned to meet a- 
gain in Stafiurd, Conn. on the second 
Wednescoyin June, 1893. 

h. CARRIQUE, Clerk. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Christian Brethren—Under the smile 
of an indulgent and protecting God, we 
have enjoyed the happiness of another half- 
yearly meeting, and realized much satisfac- 
tion in finding the empire of the Redeemer 
extending in the earth, producing peace 
anid good will in the hearts of men, and 
causing the disc'ples of Jesus to be diligent, 
and to rejoice. We met in a section of 
ihe country where efforts have been made 
tor many years to promote the doctrine of 
fs0d’s eternal love ¢o each soul of man; 
and we joey tosay, that though the early 
patrons of the cause went forth weeping 
in fearfulness and dismay, they have re- 
ceived an hundred fold for all their 
toil and labor of love. In this region our 


ancient brethren, Winchester, Murray and || 


Richards, preached the gospel, and many 
who sat in theshadow of death saw great 
light, and many who bewailed the wretch- 
edness of their condition, distrusting the 
mercy of God, and the faithfulness of Je- 
48 In ransoming from death and sin, arose 


from the dust, and sang unto the Lord the 
hymn of gratitude and deliverance. Our 
aged brethren, who for thirty years have 
endeavored to erect a house, and statediy 
to enjoy the blessings of a preached gospel, 
now see their efforts crowned with suc- 
cess, and learn that he who waiteth on 
God in the sincerity of his goul, shall be 
abundantly recompensed in the consum- 
mation of his hopes, Though they had 
to Jabor as those who builded Jerusalem 
after the captivity, yet, truging in God, 
they have persevered, and now enjoy the 
answer of their prayers. So deeply were 
they impressed with the guardian care and 
unpurchased favor of Heaven, that, wit- 
nessing the collection of a society, the e- 
rection and dedication of a house, and the 
settlement of a minister, they could al- 
most adopt the language of Simeon, while 
holding the infant Jesus in his arms, and 
exclaim, “ O Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servants depart in peace, for our eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” 

The number of ministering brethren 
was considerable, and much delight was 
experienced in the harmony of their con- 
sultations, and their unanimity in adopt- 
ing measures for the spread of the truth, 
and the consequent liberation of man frum 
ignorance anderror. The information 
they gave concerning the advance of light 
and freedom gladden our souts, end inde- 
ced us ‘9 be doubly engaged in the causa 
‘which the God of heaven is prospering ina 
wonderful manner. We fervently pray, 
that the reception of two new bretliren in 
our fellowship, may not only increase ovr 
number, but strengthen our bands, and in- 
fluence us tv exert all the powers of our un- 
derstanding and all the charities of our 
heart, to. win others from the doctrines of 
misery, to the gospel of life. 

Brethren, we earnestly recommend to 


you the reading and study of the scriptures, 
that you may be ready, in meekness ani 
fear, to give all inquirers a reason of the 
hope that is in you; and be thoroughly pre- 
pared, by this rule of faith and practice 





jfor every good word and work. Leteach 
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ohe remember; that a bare avowal of Uni- 
versalism is no better than a profession of 


'. Paganism, and that the superiority of 


Christianity over every system of human 
invention, isto be manifested ina purity of 
heart and uprightness of life, which are 
unobtainable in any other religion. Be 
cautious in adopting the speculations of 
men, who appear to reason conclusively, 
bat who do not seem to feel in their hearts 
nor toregard in their lives, the doctrines 
they inculcate. TForsake not the assem- 
bling of yourselves together, as the man- 
ner of some is, but constantly attend on 
the ministration of the word, that your 
public servants may cometo you inthe 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ. Adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour by well ordered lives, and con- 
versation tempered with kindness and 
wisdom, that, if you belong to a sect that 


_ isevery where spoken against, you may 


remember, that biessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, avd persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil egainst you, 
falsely, for Christ’s sake ; and that yoo 


_ ought to rejoice, and to be exceeding glad, 


for great is your reward in heaven. Let 
your light shine ; the fruits of the Spirit 
be manifest ; the deeds of darkness re- 


_ nounced, and brotherly love abound.— 


‘fhese things do, end Zion’s cords shall be 
lengthened, the gospel enlighten the whole 
earth, and God shall be worshipped in spir- 
it and in truth, from the rising to the set- 


) ting sun. 


Brethren in the ministry, though our 


_ cause had few advocates, and was zealously 


opposed in most parts of the country a 
short time since, by the protection of God 
in defending the lives and health of its 
preachers, and in opening the understand- 
ings and warming the hearts of the people, 
it has obtained great accessions of talent 
and number, and induced its onposers to 
say, that, though “the scheme of univer- 
sal restoration was adopted by Origen, one 
of the distinguished fathers of the chris- 
tian church, who lived in the third century, 


_ it has been embraced by numbers in every 





subsequent age ; and, many, who adopt it 
at the present day, give evidence by their 
lives that they possess the spirit of the 
gospel.” To manifest becoming gratitude 
for the unexampled diffusion of lizht ex- 
perienced at this time ; and for the liberty 
of inquiry and private judgment, which 
we really possess, and of which Protestants 
have vainly boasted, let us be instant in 
season and out of season in preaching the 
word, in testifying to every man the gospel 
of the grace of God, and in persuading ta 
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this 
present world. Let us remember the af- 
flictions and persecutions the first chris- 
tians endured ; that they were stoned, were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword ; that they wandered about 
in sheep skins and goat skins, being desti- 
tute, afflicted and tormented. Let us call 
to mind the danget through which cur 
fathers passed for the enjoyment of the 
religion of Jesus, and the freedom we now 
possess, and resolve, that no reformer of 
Pagan idolatry, Papal apostacy, or Pro- 
testant bigotry sball surpass us in zeal, 
charity, or perseverance. For our conso- 
lation and encouragement let us consider, 
that if this be the cause of truth, as we 
heartily believe, nothing can prevail a- 
gainst it, we are vindicating the character 
of God, and promoting the happiness of 
our race. The history of past ages, 
written in letters of bluod and fire, abun- 
dantly proves the absence of that charity 
which beareth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things and never faileth.— 
Having the experience of five thousand 
years for our guide, and having seen the 
uncharitableness and intolerance of seced- 
ers towards each other, and the rainous 
consequences which have followed, let us 
be careful that we fall not out by the way, 
that we have no discord among brethren, 
and that no root of bitterness spring up to 
troubie us, and thereby many be defiled.— 
We are men of like passions with Paul, 
Barnabas and Peter, and consequent!y 
need the gentle and friend!y admonition, 
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walk in love and unity. May we preach 


We are gratified in being able to certify 


more powerfully with our lives than our | our readers, that the brethren of this vil 


lips, and be an example to others in word, | lage and of the vicinity, according to legal 
in conversation, in charity, in ‘spirit, in| notice given, met at the Masonic Hall, in 


faith, in purity. May the doctrines we, 
teach have such influence on our conduct, | 
and be communicated in such strength and | 
sincerity, that all may be satisfied that we | 


are honest, even if they are not convinced | 
that our sentiments are deductions from | 
scripture and reason. And let it be our 
constant endeavor to make people the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, rather than defenders of 
any belief. Finally, brethren, farewell.— 
Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one 
mind, live in peace, and the God of love 


and peace shall be with you. 
Per Order, 
JOHN BISBE. 


ANOTHER CONVERSION. 

A clergyman, a Mr. Thompson of the 
Methodist persuasion, recently arrived in 
Philadelphia, from England. The Meth- 
ogists brought him forward as their cham- 
pion, to confute the Universalists in their 
discussion in the Berean Society, where 
Mr. Thompson was convinced of the er- 
ror, and. acknowledged the truth. He is 
now preaching the doctrine of the “ res- 
toration of all things.” 





s 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

THE BELIEVER'S PROSPECT. 
Unlike the man whose hope, confin’d to earth, 
Extends to naught but sordid gain, or mirth, 
Whose only sulace is his shining pelf, 
Whose only god is nothing but himself. 
The christian, borne on wings of faithggblime, 
Sees thro’ the mist, the vail, the cloud of time 
A prospect brighter than all earth can give, 
A blest assurance that his soul shall live. 
And shail it live—and shall his spirit rise— 
To worlds above,—to regions of the skies ? 
Yes ;—Christ is gone, a mansion to prepare, 
* Believe and live,” for we shal] meet him there ! 
OU glorious hope—O thought divine—how high 
Above all earth can boast,—breathe not a sigh— 
He hopes—he knows “ the soul shall never die :"— 
Then farewell fear—tormenting fear bezone— 
** Believe and live,” then heaven on earth shal! dawn, 
Ye aged hope—ye youth rejoice—be glad— 
Ye infants praise—ye sinners, be not sad—— 
Creation praise Him—praise his Holy Name— 
‘®ur * Gop is Love"’—He ever was the same! 
BE. 8S. EVERETT. 


this village, on the 11th instant, and form- 
ed into a religious Society, by the name of 
the First Universalist Society in Buffalo. 
The following persons were chosen trus- 
tees: to wit: Lanson Ea ieston, OLIVER 
Stanparp, Bensamtn Cary, Exenezer Day, 
James W. Hut and H. A. Sarispury. 





gop? The following Universalist Publi- 
cations are for sale, by 2. W. Haskins, & 
Co. at the Duffalo Book-Store : 

Winchester’s Lectures, 

Ballou’s Notes on the Parables, 

Do. Treatise on Atonement, — 
Young on Universal Restoration, 
Purification and Restoration, 
Collection of Psalms and Hymns, suita- 

ble for public and private worship. 

This work has been adopted by the 
Western Association of Universalists of 
the State of New York, and is in exten- 
sive use in the churches.—/ eb. 22. 





go 7 NOTICE. 

Subscribers to this Paper, on receiving 
the first number wiil please to send us one 
dollar, the amount of half a year’s subsorip- 
tion, free of expense. As advertisements 
are excluded from the coiumns of the Ap- 
VOCATE, it must depend entirely upon the 
subscription list for support; consequently 
a rigid adherence to our terms becomes 
indispensible, in order to meet the neces- 
sary expenses of thie establishment, 

Communications addressed to the edi- 
tor, must, in all cases, come free of postage. 

_ ; 

A Sermon on the § Wonk or A Mepzator ;’ 
delivered in Clarence, Erie county, N. ¥- 
Oct. 8, 1821: by Thomas Gross. Price 
6 cents, for sale at this Office. 








PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
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